
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT APPEALS, GOOSNARGH 
APPEAL REFERENCE:  
APP/N2345/W/20/3258890, APP/N2345/W/20/3258894, APP/N2345/W/20/3258896, 
APP/N2345/W/20/3258898, APP/N2345/W/20/3258912, APP/N2345/W/20/3257357, 
APP/N2345/W/21/3267524 
POSITION OF HIGHWAYS ISSUES – APRIL 2021 
 
Introduction 
 
My name is Phil Wooliscroft and I am a Partner with Eddisons.  This note confirms the 
Appellants’ position on cumulative highways issues in relation to the above appeals in relation 
to information recently submitted to the Planning Inspectorate from the two highway 
authorities, Lancashire County Council (LCC) and Highways England (HE). 
 
Position of LCC 
 
LCC have provided a very useful note, dated 8th April 2021 (Annex A), clearly setting out their 
position and submitted this to Preston City Council (PCC).  They conclude the following: 
 
‘The proposed developments are acceptable in principle to the highway authority on the basis 
that the development will contribute to the necessary infrastructure as identified in both the 
LCC Central Lancashire Highways and Transportation Masterplan and Preston CC – NW 
Preston Masterplan.  Ie essentially the North West Distributor Road, the East West Link Road, 
Cottam Link, M66 Junction 1 and B6241 upgrades. 
 
Therefore, the development would be acceptable on the basis of developer contributions via 
CiL.  On this basis of CiL contributions (so support these road schemes and wider highway 
infrastructure in Preston District), the traffic impacts of the current appeal applications would 
be acceptable strategically and LCC did not seek to object to these applications based on 
severe cumulative impacts of these appeal development on the M55 Junction 1.’ 
 
  



 

 

Position of HE 
 
The current position, as we understand, of HE is as follows from their submission dated 31st 
March 2021 (Annex B): 
 
‘We are not currently able to form a view on the highway impact of all or any combination of 
sites in respect to the operation of the SRN. 
 
Given the known operational issues on the highway network at and near the M55 Junction 1, 
Highways England considers it would be reasonable for there to be a cumulative impact 
assessment of the sites subject to this Inquiry’. 
 
Although, it is understood that HE have not seen the LCC cumulative impact exercise, one 
clearly has been done and LCC’s conclusion following that review is clear that there is no 
severe cumulative impact at the M55 Junction 1. 
 
Third Party Comments 
 
I have also considered the third party comments made in relation to the appeal sites and 
these objections are misplaced and have no basis in evidence. 
 
Appellants’ View 
 
Our view is that a cumulative assessment of the impact of the appeal schemes has clearly 
been carried out by the local, rather than strategic, highway authority and they have 
confirmed their conclusion that there is no severe cumulative impact. 
 
This work was last updated, according to the LCC note, in August 2019.  This is less than two 
years ago and for 13 of those past 20 months the country has been under COVID-19 
restrictions where traffic flows have been consistently affected and as such no further analysis 
or validation of the operation of the network would have been possible. 
 
On that basis, the latest work carried out by LCC is in reality very recent indeed and should be 
considered, in our view, to be appropriate in considering the cumulative impact of the appeal 
schemes. 
 
  



 

 

This is currently the only evidence available at the appeal and is one which has been 
submitted by the local highway authority who have unique knowledge of how this junction 
have been operating in the recent past.   
 
As such, the issue of cumulative impact should not require any further formal evidence. 
 
 
 


