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Dear Ms Beardsworth, 
 
Planning Application: 06/2020/1136 
Outline planning application seeking approval for access only for residential 
development up to 145no. dwellings with access from Whittingham Lane and other 
associated infrastructure(all other matters reserved) (Resubmission of 
06/2018/0867) 
Land north of Whittingham Lane, Goosnargh 
 
WYG's 2018 Archaeology Desk-Based Assessment is considered to be lacking insofar as 
the mapping consulted does not include a number of pre-1893 maps, such as the 1st 
Edition 1:10560 Ordnance Survey (Lancashire Sheet 53, surveyed 1844), the Goosnargh 
Tithe Map & Apportionment (1849), and other 18th and early 19th century Estate or County 
maps which might provide evidence for previous land-use. These are all the type of 
sources mentioned in the Chartered Institute for Archaeologists Standard and Guidance 
for historic environment desk-based assessment (see p.12) which is referenced in the 
Bibliography to WYG's DBA, and which it is claimed to have been followed. 
 
Having checked our records, it would appear that the former Lancashire Archaeology 
Advisory Service was not consulted on the 2018 planning application and hence no advice 
on the quality of the DBA was provided to the City Council at that time. 
 
The HET is however of the opinion that the proposed development site is one with little or 
no archaeological potential to contain evidence for settlement of the prehistoric, Roman 
or medieval periods, and hence not the type of site for which pre-determination 
archaeological investigation would be advised.  
 
Consequently as any settlement is likely to be of a later Post-medieval or later date, such 
remains (if they did survive) would not be of such significance as to form a constraint on 
development, but could be dealt with by a suitable scheme of mitigation (archaeological 
excavation and recording). In this instance the consultation of the relevant archives to 
obtain copies of all pre-1893 mapping of the site, and the production of a revised DBA 
would be considered an appropriate first step, as part of a programme of condition post-
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permission, but pre-construction archaeological work, which would then be used to inform 
the need for any further intrusive archaeological investigation of the site. 
 
If the LPA is minded to grant planning permission to this, or any similar scheme, the 
Historic Environment Team would advise that the applicants be required to undertake a 
programme of post-permission archaeological assessment of the site, and that such work 
is secured by means of the following condition: 
 
Condition: No works shall take place on the site until the applicant, or their agent or 
successors in title, has secured the implementation of a programme of archaeological 
works. This must be carried out in accordance with a written scheme of investigation, 
which shall first have been submitted to and agreed in writing by the Local Planning 
Authority.  

  
Reason: To ensure and safeguard the recording and inspection of matters of 
archaeological/historical importance associated with the site.   

  
The use of such a condition is in line with the guidance set out in Paragraph 199, Section 
16 (Conserving and Enhancing the Historic Environment) of the National Planning Policy 
Framework (2019), published by the Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local 
Government and Managing Significance in Decision Taking in the Historic Environment, 
Historic Environment Good Practice Advice in Planning: 2 (Historic England 2015). 
 
The use of such a pre-commencement condition is necessary to ensure the 
implementation of the required scheme of archaeological investigation and its publication. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

Doug Moir 
 
Planning Officer (Archaeology) 
Historic Environment Team
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