
From: Michael Aitchison 

Sent: 06 March 2019 11:16 

To: Ben Sandover 

Cc: Devcon Mailbox 

Subject: HR - App No 06/2019/0050 at Land to the North of Old Rib Farm, 55 

Halfpenny Lane, Preston 

 
Good morning Ben, 
 
I have only been able to undertake a desktop study regarding this application at this 
stage, although I have a number of remarks concerning it. 
 
My comments are based upon the survey information and documents provided by the 
applicant. I have not undertaken a separate exercise. 
I assume that the Preston City Council Tree Officer will be providing comments 
regarding existing trees & tree protection. 
 
The site is adjacent to existing residential development and on the edge of the 
settlement of Longridge albeit it is itself currently agricultural land within open 
countryside. 
The site therefore currently possesses a semi rural character.  
‘Mid’ distance views (from around 300-500m) over the site are somewhat limited by the 
presence of existing trees, hedgerows and level topography.  
Views from closer proximity are less interrupted and will be afforded from neighbouring 
residential premises to the north, south and east. Clear views of the site will be apparent 
from Halfpenny Lane. 
 
I welcome the aim referenced in the Design & Access statement at 4.4 which 
emphasises the intention to ‘deliver a scheme which responds to the vernacular and 
local character of the area.’ 
Also at 4.5 where a generous landscaped area to the north ‘will provide a managed 
open space on site, as well as a buffer to the agricultural fields to the north of the site. 
This area will also contain three ponds, to ensure the development complies with the 
conclusions of the submitted ecology report in making suitable provision for Great 
Crested Newts.’ 
Indeed this is further augmented at 4.12 where it is stated that the ‘scheme looks to 
retain as much of the existing features as possible and where appropriate looks to 
enhance the site to ensure its ecological value is preserved and the impact mitigated 
against.’  
 
These are key aims which must be brought forward into the layout and detail design 
stages to ensure that the scheme’s visual appearance is not detrimental to the 
landscape and visual character of the area, nor damaging to ecological value.  
 
In more specific terms I am pleased to see that only one group of trees will be affected 
by the development.  



 
I suggest that the soft landscaping proposed on the north and west should be designed 
in a sympathetic manner which coordinates well with the character & flora of the area. A 
large proportion of species planted should  accord with those found locally. Full details 
of species and planting specification will be required. 
The distribution of planting should form an effective foil to views of the buildings whilst 
fitting well into the local patterns of hedgerow & copse.  
Details concerning the measures to ensure ecological mitigation will also be required. 
 
The layout and detailing of the central ‘open space’ if carefully designed will provide a 
successful visual amenity and contribute positively to the streetscene. 
It is also important to provide hard landscaping design details & materials specification 
which are of good quality and contribute to the creation of a sense of place.    
 
I hope this information is of assistance, however if you require further please let me 
know. 
 
Michael Aitchison 
Landscape Design Manager 
+441772906545 
Preston City Council 
 

From: Karen McElhone On Behalf Of Parks Mailbox 

Sent: Tuesday, February 12, 2019 10:32 AM 

To: Michael Aitchison <M.Aitchison@preston.gov.uk> 

Subject: FW: Message regarding Application Number 06/2019/0050 at Land to the North of Old 

Rib Farm, 55 Halfpenny Lane, Preston, PR3 2EA 

 
 
 
Karen McElhone 
Admin Assistant 
+441772906296 
Preston City Council 

From: Lyndsay Prout On Behalf Of Devcon Mailbox 

Sent: Tuesday, February 12, 2019 9:25 AM 

To: Parks Mailbox 
Subject: Message regarding Application Number 06/2019/0050 at Land to the North of Old Rib 

Farm, 55 Halfpenny Lane, Preston, PR3 2EA 

 

Please see attached  

Kind regards  
Preston City Council  


