
From: David Dutton <david.dutton@tameside.gov.uk> 

Sent: 05 March 2019 16:29 

To: Devcon Mailbox 

Subject: HR - Planning application 06/2019/0050 Land to North of Old Rib Farm 

 

Hi Ben 

 

Thank you for consulting the GMEU 

 

Summary 

Great crested newts are present in the wider landscape within 100m at the nearest point to the 

developments site.  No other significant ecological issues were identified.  Mitigation relating to nesting 

birds and loss of low value ecological habitat can be resolved via condition. 

 

Great Crested Newts 

A great crested newt population identified in 2015 in a pond just under 90m to the NW at its nearest 

point to the development was identified as still present using eDNA.  No other ponds nearby came back 

as positive from the eDNA survey, though other ponds to the north around Belmont have had gcn 

recorded by other surveyors, though fish were also recorded as present. It is therefore possible that 

they are not breeding in these ponds..  The proximity of this population does mean that measures will 

be required to prevent an offence, the consultant recommending exclusion fencing and trapping prior to 

any earthworks that would need to occur under license.   

 

Further surveys will be required for a license application as this determines the level of trapping that will 

be required and the current size of the population is not known.  However I am satisfied that from a 

planning perspective the combination of distance from the pond, the lack of direct habitat connectivity 

between the pond and the development site; the abundance of similar value terrestrial habitat adjacent 

to the pond that the nature conservation value of the local population will not be threatened.  In 

addition an assessment using the Natural England rapid risk assessment tool, gives only an amber 

warning, meaning that the development is likely to be acceptable as long as pre-cautionary measures 

are put in place. 

 

There is a potential risk of cumulative impacts on terrestrial habitat, but as all potential losses are even 

further from the probable breeding pond they are unlikely to be significant.  Further development 

proposals closer to the pond or to the north or south would however have potential cumulative impacts.  

 

I therefore recommend a condition along the following lines is applied to any permission 

 

The development is likely to cause harm to great crested newts and  shall not in any circumstances 

commence unless the local planning authority has been provided with either: 

 

a) a license issued by Natural England pursuant to Regulation 55, of the Conservation of Habitats and 

Species Regulations 2017 authorising the specified activity/development go ahead: or 

b) a statement in writing form the relevant licensing body or the LPA o the effect that it does not 

consider that the specified development will require a license 

 



As this is an outline permission I would recommend updated full gcn surveys (not eDNA)  are supplied as 

part of reserved matters if delayed beyond March 2020. I would recommend a condition along the 

following lines 

 

If an application for reserved matters is delayed beyond March 2020, all ponds within 250m will be 

resurveyed for great crested newts using the following methodology 

 

• Population surveys will be carried out for ponds with previous records of great crested newts: 

• Other ponds will be surveyed using professional judgement; HIS; eDNA or population survey or 

a combination of these methodologies; 

 

The findings will be  supplied to and agreed in writing by the LPA. 

 

A method statement has been produced to safeguard the gcn.  However as this is outline and further 

surveys may change the detail of what is required, I recommend waiting until reserved matters to 

condition the detail. 

 

Bats 

Trees around the boundary of the site have bat roosting potential.  It appears likely however that these 

can be retained.  Therefore no further surveys are required at this stage.  If trees or hedgerows are 

proposed for removal at reserved matters then further information on bats should be provided as part 

of the reserved matters application. 

 

Nesting Birds 

The site has potential for ground nesting birds such as lapwing and skylark and as this is outline it is 

unclear at this stage whether any boundary hedges or trees will be impacted upon though a small group 

of trees will be lost.  All British birds nests and eggs (with certain limited exceptions) are protected by 

Section 1 of the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981, as amended.  I recommend a condition along the 

following lines be applied to any permission. 

 

No works to trees shrubs or hedgerows shall occur or earthworks occur on site between the 1st March 

and 31st August in any year unless a detailed bird nest survey by a suitably experienced ecologist has 

been carried out immediately prior to clearance and written confirmation provided that no active bird 

nests are present which has been agreed in writing by the LPA. 

 

Contributing to and Enhancing the Natural Environment 

Section 170 of the  NPPF 2018 states that the planning system should contribute to and enhance the 

natural and local environment.  The development will impact upon around 2.7ha of improved grassland 

a low value habitat and potentially associated boundary hedgerows along the north, south and west 

boundaries.  It will also result in the loss of associated bird nesting and amphibian terrestrial habitat.   

 

A significant landscape buffer is proposed is the illustrative layout along the western and northern 

boundaries, which includes three ponds and tree planting.  Given the low value of the existing site, I am 

satisfied that the area proposed has the potential to lead to net gain dependent on the detail.  Ie how 

much use is made of native tree species, management of the grassland for wildlife and designing of the 

ponds to be beneficial to great crested newts.  In additon I recommend inclusion of bird nesting features 

within the new build that benefits declining suburban species such as swift, house maritn, house 



sparrow and starling.  The landscape detail can be conditioned to be provided as part of reserved 

matters. 

 

Any questions give me a call,  

 

David Dutton 
Ecologist 
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