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Proposed residential development on 
land off  
Halfpenny Lane,  
Longridge, 
PR3 2EA. 
 
Planning Reference: 06/2019/0050 

 

Prepared for: 

PWA Planning Ltd, 
2 Lockside Office Park,  
Lockside Road,  
Preston,  
PR2 2YS 
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This note has been produced following additional comments received on the planning 

application and a discussion with the Council Environmental Health Officer, Louise Purdy. 

Separation Distances 

Concerns have been raised over the separation distances used within the original report (Ref: 

1756-1). Separation distances have been identified and obtained from through the use of 

‘Google Earth’ imagery by superimposing the plans from the permitted development at the pig 

farm and the proposed housing development.  

The distances have been checked again and the separation distances quoted in the report 

appear to be slightly over the actual distances measured using Google Earth. The objectors 

stated distance of 30m separation appears to be the distance from the nearest building to the 

boundary of the site. A significant separation buffer has been applied to the development 

moving the proposed houses away from the adjoining boundary and thus increasing the 

separation distances.  

With respect to the location of the monitoring equipment, the sound level meter was located 

on the corner boundary of the proposed development and standard acoustic distance 

calculations used to identify the level of sound emanating from the pig buildings. This was 

confirmed using additional measurements from the adjacent application and measurements 

taken 23m from the building.  

Outdoor Pigs 

At the time of the monitoring, which due to tampering and vandalism of the equipment occurred 

on four days no pigs were present outdoors. In fact, it is understood that previous complaints 

have been made to the Council from existing residential properties regarding noise and odour 

from pigs being kept outside and this in turn lead to the planning application for the permitted 

pig housing. It was also stated by the farmer that following that application no pigs would be 

allowed outside of the new units.  

It is therefore safe to conclude that irrespective of this or any other current planning application 

should the farmer decide to again use any outside area for pigs complaints are again likely to 

occur and the Council will have to investigate, potential serving abatement notices on the 

farmer to restrict the use of the outside area.  

That said, the noise assessment has been based around the maximum noise levels identified 

from the pigs and not the daily average sound levels. Given the late objection and request for 

consideration of non-existence external pigs it has not been possible to obtain representative 

sound levels for pigs being kept in the open.  

Discussions with the Environmental Health Officer at Preston City Council have identified that 

pig squeals can regularly reach 102dB(A), as stated in the HSC publication ‘Farmwise – An 

Essential Guide to Health and Safety in Farming, MISC165, Jan 2002’  this is presumed to be 

a sound power level as no other information is provided.  
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If pigs are to be housed outside it is assumed, they will be housed against the boundary fence 

of the farm. This places them either adjacent to he existing properties to the south of the farm 

and east of the development site or to the west of the farm and north of the development which 

is more likely. The pigs at this location would therefore be 35m from the rear garden of the 

nearest proposed house.  

Based on the sound level of 102dB(A) this would result in a level of 63.1dB(A) at the boundary; 

𝐿𝑝 = 𝐿𝑤 − 20𝑙𝑜𝑔(𝑟) − 11 + 3 

𝐿𝑝 = 102 − 20𝑙𝑜𝑔(35) − 8 

𝐿𝑝 = 63.1𝑑𝐵(𝐴) 

 

It has already been identified that enhanced glazing will be required for the first-floor windows 

to those properties nearest the farm, while standard glazing and trickle ventilation will be 

required to he ground floor to enable them to remain closed. In addition, a combined bund and 

fence will be required within the separation buffer. The bund and fence will provide a sound 

reduction of 16.3dB(A) resulting in a sound level of 46.8dB(A) within the garden areas.  

A further consideration of this bund/fence has been made following comments from the 

Environmental Health Officer, and calculations re-run for a slightly lower barrier at a combined 

3.0m in height. At this height a reduction of 13.8dB would be experienced, resulting in a sound 

level of 38.7dB(A) at the façade and 8.7dB(A) internally through the closed window.  

A level of 49.3dB(A) would be experienced at the property boundary from the pigs and 

46.2dB(A) at the property façade from any pigs being housed externally, below the World 

Health Organisation guideline of 50dB(A) over a 16hour period and the level identified within 

the Preston City Council Noise and Planning Guidance document. 
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