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To: Devcon Mailbox 

Subject: App 06/2018/0884 Outline application for 140 dwellings, Bushells Farm Mill 

Lane Preston - Ecology response 

 

Dear Ben Sandover 

 

Thank you for consulting the Ecology Unit on the above planning application. I have the following 

comments. 

 

Ecology Survey Effort 

 

The Ecology surveys of the site have been undertaken by suitably qualified ecologists and were to 

appropriate standards. No further surveys of the site are required prior to deciding the application, but 

further surveys of some trees for bats may be required depending on whether any of these trees are 

subsequently shown as being lost to the scheme.  

 

Nine stand-alone trees (T1, T6, T7, T11, T12 and T19-22 as numbered in the ecology survey report) and 

one tree group (TG1) on Site were highlighted during the field survey as having some potential for 

roosting bats. Of these, six (T1, T7, T12, T20, T21 and T22) and one tree group (TG1) were considered to 

have low / moderate or moderate bat roost potential and three (T6, T11 and T19) were highlighted as 

having moderate / high bat roost potential. If any of these trees are to be lost to the scheme they should 

be subject to further survey for the possible presence of bats.  

 

No signs of Badgers were recorded from the site during the surveys but Badgers are present in the wider 

area and they are mobile in their habits. I would recommend that if permission is granted to the 

development a pre-construction survey for badgers should be required to be undertaken. 

 

Amphibians 

 

The eDNA surveys of ponds close to the site have not recorded the presence of the protected species 

great crested newt. But the ponds could support other amphibians including common toad, a Priority 

species for conservation. We would advise that should planning permission be granted Reasonable 

Avoidance Measures to prevent harm to toads during construction works should be required to be 

implemented. We would therefore advise that the following Condition, or similar, be placed on any 

permission granted:  

 

“No works shall commence until measures to protect amphibians from being trapped in open 

excavations or harmed during construction works are submitted to and approved in writing by the local 

planning authority” 

 

Habitats 

 

The site is dominated by arable land of limited ecological value. But the site also supports established 

Hedgerows and mature broadleaved trees and these habitats do have local nature conservation value. 

The development proposal will inevitably result in the loss of some lengths of hedgerow and some trees. 

I would recommend – 



 

• That any losses to hedgerows are compensated by requiring new hedges to be planted. 

• That mature broadleaved trees are retained and protected during the course of any 

construction works. Any trees that are lost should be compensated by requiring new tree 

planting. 

 

Loss of Open Greenspace and Biodiversity enhancement 

 

The development proposal will inevitably lead to a loss of open-ness on the site and in the area and may 

contribute to cumulative greenspace loss in the area when considered with other nearby development 

proposals. While it is recognised that the current Masterplan for the site (Dwg. WD18-12-MP01) shows a 

relatively large area of retained greenspace within the red-line application boundary, if this space is to 

retain and if possible improve the biodiversity value of the site detailed Landscape and Habitat Creation 

and Management Plans should be required.  

 

Any opportunities to improve the biodiversity value of the site (e.g. by new tree, hedgerow and shrub 

planting) should be taken, in the interests of aiming to achieve net biodiversity gain on the site (as per 

the updated NPPF). 

 

Yours sincerely 

Derek Richardson 
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