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Landscape infrastructure & block Structure
Having analysed the site’s constraints and opportunities we are now able to look at the 
design of the green infrastructure and the block structure. We look at these two design 
features together to ensure they work in harmony with each other. Below we set out and 
explain the principles of the green infrastructure and block structure how they respond to 
the constraints and opportunities.

1- A linear tree lined avenue will serve the development be framed by Bushells house 
and a new focal header building to the south.
2- Generous green space area created to the north of the development ensuring a 
respectful distance with the nearby listed buildings is maintained, in accordance with the 
findings of the Heritage Statement.
3- Houses along the northern edge will have an architectural style which reflects 
traditional Almshouses. They will face out to the north and overlook the generous green 
space area framing the entrance into the development.
4-A new community car park will serve the existing community services within 
Goosnargh Village. It will be well over looked and connected with the pedestrian 
movement network.
5- Formal green space located at the head of the tree lined avenue, this space will be 
overlooked by the development and highly accessible.
6- Arrival green organic in form will be located at the head of the tree lined avenue, 
houses will be orientated to frame this important space. Existing trees and hedgerows will 
be retained to create a mature landscape setting.
7- Possible location of a header/focal building to align with the tree lined avenue from 
Mill Lane creating a unique feature within the development.
8- Landscaped green corridor will run down the western boundary providing a respectful 
relationship with the existing properties on Church Lane. Houses will be oriented to side 
onto this space providing natural surveillance and a safe pedestrian movement route.
9- Existing trees and hedges retained and integrated into the development.
10- Dual aspect houses will side on the pedestrian/cycle only route.
11- Amenity green integrating the existing trees and hedges into the development 
proposals. It will also create and attractive nodal area highlighting a pedestrian route.
12- Amenity green space area encapsulated by the new houses. Connected by the new 
streets and the dedicated pedestrian /cycle route which runs north to south through the 
centre of the development.
13- Pedestrian/cycle only route running north to south through the centre of the 
development. Retention of the existing hedges and trees will frame this important route 
through the development.
14- Linear landscaped green corridor with pedestrian/cycle movement route will run 
along the southern boundary taking account of the existing sewer easement and helping 
minimise any impact on the amenity of the existing properties along Whittingham Lane.
15- Houses will either front or side onto the green corridor along the eastern boundary, 
providing active frontages and maximising natural surveillance.
16- Green corridor located along the eastern boundary providing filtered views into and 
out of the development.

Relevant Building for life 12
Q5 Character: does the development create a place with a locally inspired or 
distinctive character?
The design of the scheme will result in a development that will respond positively 
to the character of the surrounding area. In particular the nearby listed buildings 
located to the north.
Q6 Working with the site and its context: does the scheme take advantage of 
existing features?
Proposed green spaces, new and existing landscaping and block structures will 
form a cohesive relationship with the development’s surroundings. The Green 
Infrastructure includes new and existing established green spaces, which will thread 
through and surround the development’s built environment. Block structure and 
development platforms will compliment these important spaces and ensure they are 
safe and welcoming for both occupants and visitors.

Design Parameters

Diagram 16.1
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Movement & Street Hierarchy
The movement network has been set out so that the street hierarchy is logical and the 
development is easy to navigate. Highlighted below and not an exhaustive list is a selection 
of key features. There are other features embedded into the design proposals, which are 
illustrated in more detail in diagram adjacent.

Movement & Street Hierarchy
A linear tree lined avenue will be taken from Mill Lane which will form the main entrance 
route into the development. A primary movement route highlighted by the arrival green will 
then run through the centre of the site forming a loop. Secondary and tertiary routes branch 
off the primary route. A wealth of pedestrian/cycle routes will weave through the green 
network creating a highly accessible layout and connecting the development with its context.

A series of easily identifiable areas act as nodal points within the development. These 
will provide attractive and unique spaces which highlight important pedestrian routes and 
important junctions within the overall movement network.

The nodal areas and green spaces have been carefully positioned around the development so 
that it is easy to navigate around both by vehicle and on foot or by cycle. As well as provide 
attractive spaces, they will also provide ecological benefits and ensure the retained landscape 
features are an integral part of the proposals.

Active frontages along all of the routes and green spaces ensures a safe and welcoming 
environment is created in every part of the development.

Pedestrian & Cycle permeability
There is an existing unmarked pedestrian route which crosses the site accessed from 
Whittingham Lane to the south and Bushell Hospital Cottage in the north east. The proposals 
ensure that this route can still be accessed and will form part of the development. The 
proposals will also include new pedestrian & cycle only routes, these will connect the 
green network areas and multi functional green spaces together. They will also connect the 
development with the wider footpath and cycle networks, encouraging walking, cycling and 
public transport.

Public transport
There are a number of bus stops within close proximity to the site, these are identified on the 
adjacent diagram. The nearest bus stop is located 0.1 miles away from the centre of the site 
(3 minutes walking time) with regular services running to and from Preston, Chipping and 
Longridge.

Relevant Building for life 12
Q7 Creating well defined streets and spaces: will buildings define and enhance 
streets and spaces?
The internal roads will be enclosed by buildings that front onto them or are dual 
aspect creating active frontages throughout the development. A series of key nodal 
areas are proposed providing easily identifiable spaces around the development 
which highlight important routes and junctions. Header focal buildings will placed in 
key locations and at the head of key vistas.

Q8 Easy to find your way around: is the development designed to be easy to find 
your way around?
The site’s simple access and layout will ensure that the development as proposed is 
legible to all. Street widths and surface materials will help define hierarchy. 

1

Design Parameters

Diagram 17.1
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This application is for an outline application for the erection of up to 140 No. dwellings with associated infrastructure. 

Use and Amount
The proposed development scheme seeks to provide up to 140 new high quality family homes (use class C3) comprising a mix no. 2, 3, 4 & 5 bed detached, semi-
detached and terraced properties, maintaining the character of the local area. 

Scale
The proposed dwellings are all two storeys in height. The scale of the proposed buildings are considered appropriate to the local context and topography of the site.

Landscape  
A robust, new landscape scheme is proposed which aims to ensure the development has themes which accord with the local setting. New planting consists of trees, 
hedges, shrub planting, climbers, bulbs and wild-flower. New tree planting includes ornamental and native species to encourage wildlife and enhance biodiversity. Heavy 
standard trees are used throughout the housing proposal, including within private front gardens. Some of the tree planting will create tree lined roads which add to the 
street scenes and mark the initial arrival point. The shrub varieties chosen will have year round interest, in form, texture and colour. Ornamental varieties are proposed as 
expected in a domestic setting and are intended to attract insects and birds. Shrubs are proposed within front gardens and in key areas to mark entrances, junctions and 
focal points. Specimens within shrub beds, at selected locations, add greater impact. In addition these landscape elements are an ecological enhancement. 

Open Space Provision  
As shown on the masterplan adjacent and previous chapters it is proposed that publicly accessible open space is provided. This will comprise informal green space, 
landscaping, open space and green infrastructure.

Masterplan Narration - please see diagram 19.1 adjacent

11 - Existing trees and hedges retained and integrated into the development.

12 -  A new pedestrian/cycle link runs along the western boundary set within an attractively landscaped green corridor. Dual aspect 
houses will overlook this important route, providing natural security a promoting a safe and welcoming environment.

13 - Hard landscaped nodal area provides a unique sense of place and highlights the pedestrian/cycle link running east. Landscaping 
will soften edges and delineate public and private realm.

14 - Pedestrian/cycle link will connect the proposed development with the nearby local amenities and the wider context.

15 - East-west green corridor located along the southern edge of the development. This space will be easily accessible and create 
an attractive  and welcoming travel route. It will also provide a soft edge to the development and respect the amenity of the existing 
residents.

16 - Existing pedestrian link will connect with the new footpath/cycle routes which permeate through the development.

17 - Pedestrian/cycle only route runs along the existing hedgerow which will be retained and integrated into the development’s green 
network.

18 - North-south linear green corridor will provide a soft landscaped edge to eastern boundary. Houses will face out to overlook this area 
providing natural surveillance to the pedestrian route.

19 - As series of attractively landscaped nodal areas throughout the development will highlight important routes helping visitors navigate 
around.

20 - Existing hedgerow retained and enhanced screening and filtering views into and out of the development.

21 - Houses will be constructed of high quality natural materials and set in generous plots to provide a visually permeable edge. New 
landscaping will soften edges and filter views into the development.

Masterplan Narration - please see diagram 19.1 adjacent

1 - Proposed site entrance off Mill Lane framed by a key vista to and from Bushell House. 

2 - The entrance road to the development will be a formal tree lined avenue.  It will provide a welcoming and inviting environment when both 
arriving at and leaving the development

3 - High quality landscaping including existing trees, mature tree planting and new hedgerows which will soften views and filter view into 
and out of the development.

4 - Existing trees and hedges will be retained and integrated into the development helping to create a mature landscape setting and soft 
edge to the development.

5 - New community car park will provide parking for the Village Hall, Goosnargh Oliverson’s C of E Primary School and other local 
community facilities.

6 - A one way system will serve the community car park preventing ‘rat running’ to and from the new development. 

7 - Formal multifunctional green space with linear planting and hard landscaping. This area will be well connected and highly accessible. It 
will connect with the wider green and blue infrastructure.

8 - An attractively landscaped Arrival Green located at the head of the tree lined avenue. Existing trees and hedges will be retained and 
integrated into this important green space area. New houses will encapsulate it whilst framing further important routes into the development.

9 - Carefully positioned header/focal buildings positioned at the head of a key vista into the into the development.

10 - Central green area encapsulated by carefully positioned and orientated houses. Walls and hedge planting will define the public and 
private realm. Existing trees and hedges will be retained creating a mature landscape setting.

Detailed Design

Relevant Building for life 12
Q9 Streets for all: will the streets encourage low vehicle speeds and function as social spaces?
The road network hierarchy will be designed so as to encourage low speeds and social interaction.

Q10 Car parking: is parking sufficient and well-integrated?
Each dwelling will have sufficient off-street parking and the proposed landscaping will ensure that cars do not dominate street scenes. 
The location and number of car parking spaces provided will be in accordance with Lancashire County Council’s parking standards. A new 
community car park is proposed which will serve the facilities and amenities located within Goosnargh.

Q11 Public & private spaces: will spaces be defined, have appropriate access and be well managed and safe?
The scheme will be designed so as to ensure that public and private spaces will be well-defined. The layout and boundary treatments will 
also deter criminal behaviour.

Q12 External storage and amenity space: is there external storage for bins, recycling , vehicles and cycles?
All dwellings will have private amenity space to the rear which is adequately sized to provide space for bins, recycling and cycle storage. 
Off-street parking will be provided for vehicles.
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Access

Proposed Access
The proposed site access will be taken from Mill Lane.  It has been designed in accordance 
with both government and local authority design standards.

The access carriageway from Mill Lane will be 5.5m in width with a 2m footpath to both 
sides of the street. Appropriate viability splays have been provided, please see the drawing 
adjacent.

A secondary access will be taken from Church Lane, please see the drawing below. It will 
have restricted access and will provide access to the community car park. 

Proposed access from Mill Lane

Proposed access from Church Lane. 
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Access
Access for All
The site is located in a sustainable area close to public transport 
links. There are a bus stops located in close proximity to the site, 
please see the adjacent diagram for the locations.

The proposed development addresses a number of principles and 
policies with regards to access:

• The ability to access the site by car, foot and cycle to a range 
of local services and facilities to meet basic needs

• Readily accessible footpath links to the existing public 
footpath networks on Church Lane, Whittingham Lane, Mill 
Lane and the existing pedestrian link adjacent to Bushells 
Hospital Cottage

• A neighbourhood within easy access to public transport
• Good quality outside public open space which enjoys a high 

standard of security and access
• The creation of homes which are adaptable and are able to 

respond to changing social and economic conditions.

Access Arrangements 
A new access to the site is proposed on Mill Lane. An internal 
network of roads and footpaths are proposed, providing safe 
movements for vehicles and pedestrians within the site. The site is 
situated in a sustainable location in close proximity to a range of 
amenities, services and facilities. 

Access Design 

The design of all streets will follow the guidance set out in the 
Chartered Institute of Highways and Transportation Manual for 
Streets 1 & 2. 

As set out in this document internally the scheme will provide 
a simple and logical arrangement of roads and footpaths to 
gradients which are capable of being negotiated by those with 
impaired mobility making them accessible to all users.

All homes will have level entry routes, minimising steps and level 
changes to make them as easy as possible for pushchairs and 
wheelchairs. 

Parking Provision
On site car and cycle parking will be provided in accordance with 
the relevant parking standards and guidance. Parking provision 
will be dealt with at the appropriate reserved matters application 
stage.  
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Sustainability, Energy and Waste Crime Impact Statement

The proposed development will provide homes that are designed 
to improve energy efficiency and meet the challenge of rising 
building performance standards. To provide a sustainable 
development the following will be considered:

• Windows that outperform those specified by Building Regulations. 
• A proportion of the light fittings to be of the dedicated low energy type.
• Water efficient fittings, including dual flush wc’s to reduce water consumption. 
• Minimising the impact on the environment by ensuring systems are in place to 

ensure: prevention of pollution; legal compliance; resource efficiency; excellent 
communication and continual environmental improvement. Sensitively designed 
landscaping schemes that seek to retain and enhance valuable, existing features 
and to increase biodiversity. 

• Reduction of wastage through design and by partnering with suppliers to reduce 
the amount of waste sent to landfill. 

• Consideration of the ethical environmental performance of suppliers and sub-
contractors. A partnered approach that clearly sets out the expectations from 
all parties and covers issues such as sourcing of materials, transportation and 
delivery, packaging, health and safety, workforce competency and training and 
welfare as well as pricing and payment terms. 

• More efficient and environmentally friendly drain and sewer systems to reduce the 
risk of flooding. 

• To assist customers to live a more sustainable lifestyle, the developer could offer 
a number of Eco friendly optional extras. These could include: kitchen waste 
segregation facilities, tap flow restrictors, compost bins, water butts, advanced 
heating controls, low energy lighting, motion sensors and timing devices. 

Waste Management 
It is anticipated that a Waste Management, Refuse and Recycling plan will be provided 
by the developer prior to the commencement of development. 
We can confirm the development will be in accordance with Preston City Council’s 
waste management policies. Exploration of the implementation of a policy of 
segregating and managing waste on site, both to minimise waste arising and maximise 
the opportunity for re-use and recycling. For example, separate skips/waste containers 
will be provided for different materials. 

Refuse Storage Facility Statement 
Ensuring storage of refuse and recycling bins are provided for on each plot in line with 
the number of bins issued by Preston City Council. Access to these bins on plot can be 
easily achieved and brought to the road frontage for collection by the authority. 

The following design considerations will be implemented to 
combat criminal activity: 

• Natural surveillance – units will be located so that they overlook parking areas. 
• Proposals could incorporate good, consistent and well-designed lighting throughout 

the development as part of the adopted highway. This would enhance natural 
surveillance at night and should ideally not allow any areas of shadowing. 

• On-site low-level vegetation will be provided and any foliage to trees will be at a 
height so as not to create potential hiding places for would-be criminals to exploit 
or impede natural surveillance. 

• Plants with vigorous growth characteristics could be avoided as they may provide 
hiding places or hinder surveillance. 

• Planting that may provide access across fencing could also be avoided. 

Conclusions
The development will design good natural surveillance in to this scheme. Should the 
applicant apply in future for Secure by Design (SbD) accreditation, the scheme must be 
consistent with the current principles and standards of SbD.
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Building for life 12
The proposed development is compliant with local and national planning policies on 
specific design related issues. The proposals meet a high  standard  of  design and 
accessibility.

The application proposals have also been considered against the twelve questions set 
out in qualities of successful places set out in ‘Building for Life 12: the sign of a good 
place to live’.

Q1 Connections: does the scheme integrate into its surroundings?
Permeability into the surrounding area will be achieved. Any potential opportunities 
to connect to existing movement networks will be explored and integrated into the 
proposals. In particular pedestrian links with Church Lane, Whittingham Lane and the 
pedestrian access adjacent to Bushells Hospital Cottage will be explored. 

Q2 Facilities and services: is the development close to facilities and services? 
The site is within easy walking and cycling distance of a range of local services and 
facilities which are found on Whittingham Lane. These include a Londis mini-market, 
Post Office, pharmacy, fish and chip shop, hairdressers and a public house. 

Q3 Public transport: is there good access to public  transport?
The nearest bus stop is located 0.1 miles away from the centre of the site (3 minutes 
walking time) with regular services running to and from Preston, Chipping and 
Longridge. 

Q4 Meeting local housing requirements: is there a mix of house types and 
tenures to suit local requirements?
The scheme has been designed to take into account the identified need for different 
house types and tenure in Preston as set out in the Mid Lancashire Housing Contextual 
Statement.

Q5 Character: does the development create a place with a locally inspired or 
distinctive character?
The design of the scheme will result in a development that will respond positively to the 
character of the surrounding area. In particular the nearby listed buildings located to the 
north.

Q6 Working with the site and its context: does the scheme take advantage of 
existing features?
Proposed green spaces, new and existing landscaping and block structures will form 
a cohesive relationship with the development’s surroundings. The Green Infrastructure 
includes new and existing established green spaces, which will thread through and 
surround the development’s built environment. Block structure and development 
platforms will compliment these important spaces and ensure they are safe and 
welcoming for both occupants and visitors..

Q7 Creating well defined streets and spaces: will buildings define and 
enhance streets and spaces?
The internal roads will be enclosed by buildings that front onto them or are dual aspect 
creating active frontages throughout the development. A series of key nodal areas are 
proposed providing easily identifiable spaces around the development which highlight 
important routes and junctions. Header focal buildings will placed in key locations and at 
the head of key vistas.

Q8 Easy to find your way around: is the development designed to be easy to 
find your way around?
The site’s simple access and layout will ensure that the development as proposed is 
legible to all. Street widths and surface materials will help define hierarchy. 

Q9 Streets for all: will the streets encourage low vehicle speeds and function 
as social spaces?
The road network hierarchy will be designed so as to encourage low speeds and social 
interaction. 

Q10 Car parking: is parking sufficient and well-integrated?
Each dwelling will have sufficient off-street parking and the proposed landscaping 
will ensure that cars do not dominate street scenes. The location and number of car 
parking spaces provided will be in accordance with Lancashire County Council’s parking 
standards. A new community car park is proposed which will serve the facilities and 
amenities located within Goosnargh.

Q11 Public & private spaces: will spaces be defined, have appropriate access 
and be well managed and safe?
The scheme will be designed so as to ensure that public and private spaces will be 
well-defined. The layout and boundary treatments will also deter criminal behaviour.

Q12 External storage and amenity space: is there external storage for bins, 
recycling , vehicles and cycles?
All dwellings will have private amenity space to the rear which is adequately sized to 
provide space for bins, recycling and cycle storage. Off-street parking will be provided 
for vehicles.

Final Conclusions
The scheme provides a suitable and sustainable residential development that exhibits 
best practice and respects its context and surroundings with a diverse range of housing 
typologies proposed. 

This scheme exhibits these core values. 

• The design intent of the scheme is to compliment and integrate with the residential 

areas which are currently surrounding the proposed site. 

• The scheme has have been set out so that they fully embraces the findings of the 

Heritage Statement so as not to harm the setting of the nearby listed buildings.

• The development will provide up to 140 new homes which will provide a range of house 

types to create a balanced mixed community. 

• The development will create a high quality sustainable residential neighbourhood, which 

maintains and enhances they key existing landscape features, integrating the site into 

the wider area. 

• The development will create a well informed attractive neighbourhood, not overly 

dominated by the car. 

• The development will create a sensitive and robust solution to the relationship between 

existing and proposed dwellings. 

• The development will create a sense of place which includes house types that reference 

the local architectural language. 

Building for Life 12 & Final Conclusions
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