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PART 1  INTRODUCTION: 

 

1.1 REASONS FOR SURVEY: 

 

PENNINE Ecological have been commissioned to undertake a Preliminary Ecological 

Appraisal and protected species survey / assessment of land at Swainson’s House Farm, 

Goosnargh Lane, Goosnargh, Preston, Lancashire. 

 

The study includes a vegetation and badger survey, together with assessment for other 

potential protected species issues.  

 

The report includes a full evaluation of the ecological significance of the survey findings.   

 

The surveys are required due to an outline planning application for housing development.  

 

 

1.2  SITE LOCATION: 

 

The site is located on the north western edge of the village of Goosnargh, approximately 

7.5km N/NE of Preston city centre. The sites central National Grid Reference is SD 5523 

3701. The locations of the habitats surveyed are shown on Map 1, Appendix 1.  

 

 

1.3 SITE STATUS: 

 

A desk top study was commissioned as part of this survey. This included searches for both 

statutory protected sites and non-statutory sites within 500m radii of the site survey 

boundary. The data request also includes records of protected species within 500m radii of 

the site. Lancashire Environment Record Network (LERN), were consulted to provide details 

of non-statutory sites and protected species records. LCC now provide data up to a 2km 

search radii as standard, this is also included in Appendix 2. 

 

1.3.1 Statutory Sites:  

 

Details of statutory sites were sought from the Natural England web site search: 

https://magic.defra.gov.uk/MagicMap.aspx 

 

There are no statutory sites within 500m of the site. 

 

1.3.2 Non-Statutory Sites: 

 

There are no County Biological Heritage Site (BHS) or non-statutory sites within 500m of the 

sites boundaries.  
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1.3.3 Protected Species / Habitat Data: 

 

N.b. Refer to Appendix 2 for full details of protected species records and other species. 

 

The data search reveals no records relating to the development site. There are many data 

records within 500m of the site however some of these relate to tetrad records accurate to 

2km² only.   

 

There are records of house sparrow / starling / dunnock and raven at between 70 – 150 east 

of the site. 

 

There are records of brown hare, common toad and common frog 190m south west of the 

site on the other side of Goosnargh Lane. 

 

Snipe have been recorded approximately 400m north east of the site. 

 

There are great crested newt records at approximately 470m south east of the site on the 

other side of Goosnargh Lane. 

 

A full list of species within the search area is shown in the interactive .pdf file in Appendix 2. 

 

 
SSSI Impact Risk Zone (IRZ): 
 
The site falls within a distant (6.3km) SSSI Impact Risk Zone (IRZ) associated with Red Scar 

and Tun Brook Woods SSSI. However the nature / size and scale of the development does 

not require notification to Natural England. 

 

1.4  SURVEY CONSTRAINTS: 

 

The survey was conducted on April 2nd 2019 which is an acceptable time for habitat survey 

and protected species assessment.  

 

There were no constraints to other protected species surveys / assessments and the site was 

fully accessible.  
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PART 2  SURVEY RESULTS: 

 

 

2.1  EXTENDED PHASE 1 HABITAT SURVEY: 

 

2.1.1  Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey Methodology: 

An Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey (Nature Conservancy Council 1990) of the study area 

was undertaken on April 2nd 2019. The site’s habitats were mapped and higher vascular plant 

species were recorded and given abundance values according to the standard DAFOR scale, 

where: 

 

D =  Dominant 

A =  Abundant 

F  =  Frequent 

O =  Occasional 

R = Rare 

 

Where appropriate these values can be prefixed by the letter L (locally) or V (very), to 

provide more subtle biogeographical data. 

 

2.1.2 Habitats Present: 

 

B4 Improved grassland  

C3.1 Tall ruderal herb  

J2.1.2 Intact species-poor hedge. 

J2.2.1 Defunct species-rich hedge. 

J2.5 Wall 

J3.6 Buildings 

J4 Bare ground 

 

2.1.3 General Description: 

 

This site is approximately 160m by 140m in maximum dimensions. 

 

The site is almost entirely dominated by agricultural buildings associated with poultry 

rearing. Numerous sheds and areas of hard standing are present within a very busy working 

farm business. An improved field dominated by perennial rye-grass is present in the south 

east corner of the site. 

 

An area of disturbed ground is present at the northern end of the site with earth mounds 

and general farm debris which has colonised with tall ruderal herb including common nettle 

and great willowherb. A small earth bund is also present on the northern boundary 

dominated by dock species. 

 

The sites northern boundary is partially fenced around the southern margins of a conifer 

plantation, otherwise the boundary is open. The western boundary is defined by a mature 
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hawthorn dominated hedgerow alongside a farm access track. The hedge also supports 

mature trees including; pedunculate oak, ash and sycamore. 

 

The sites southern boundary runs alongside Goosnargh Lane and supports a hawthorn 

dominated hedge and a wide opening forming the farm access track. 

 

The sites eastern boundary is predominantly open and comprises improved grassland. At the 

southern end a species-rich defunct hedge is present with mature ash and pedunculate oak. 

 

A farmhouse, barn and office building are present towards the western boundary, this area 

is not included within the application site. 

  

 

2.1.4 Target Notes: 

 

Target Note 1: Species-poor intact hedgerow with trees along the western site 

boundary:  

 

The hedge along the western boundary supports the following species. 

 

Species:     Abundance: 

 

Hawthorn     D 

Blackthorn     VLF 

Holly      LF 

Elder       O 

Pedunculate oak    O 

Sycamore     VLF 

Ash      R 

 

The hedge base is dominated by ruderal species such as common nettle, cleavers and coarse 

grasses, but also includes; herb Robert, Ivy and garlic mustard.   

 

 

Target Note 2: Species-rich defunct hedgerow with trees along the southern end of the  

eastern site boundary:  

 

The southern end of the sites eastern boundary supports a short length (approximately 55m) 

of mature unmanaged species-rich defunct hedgerow. The following species were recorded 

from the hedgerow / hedge bottom; 

 

Species:     Abundance: 

 

Common nettle    A 

Hawthorn    F 

Sycamore    F 

Blackthorn    F 



Preliminary Ecological Appraisal  - Land at Swainson’s House Farm, Goosnargh Lane, Goosnargh, Preston, 

Lancashire - 

 

PENNINE Ecological                   8        

April 2019 

Creeping buttercup  LF 

Lesser burdock   LF 

Great willowherb   LF 

Creeping thistle   LF 

Ivy      LF 

Hedge woundwort  VLF 

Bramble    O 

Ash     O 

Elder     O 

Pedunculate oak   O 

Holly      R  

Crab apple    R 

 

 

Target Note 3: Mature ash tree with potential for bat roosts: 

 

A mature ash tree at the northern end of the hedgerow associated with Target Note 2 has a 

main trunk knot hole at approximately 3m above ground level. An additional three smaller 

knot holes are present on a side limb branch. These features are potentially suitable for 

supporting bat roosts, although no evidence was observed.  
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2.2 PROTECTED SPECIES SURVEYS: 

 

During the Habitat Survey additional surveys were undertaken where appropriate for the 

presence of other potential protected species. The following surveys were undertaken.  

 

2.2.1 Badger Survey: 

 

Method: 

 

A badger survey was undertaken of the site. The badger survey used standard techniques for 

establishing the use of the site by badger, and includes searches for evidence of badgers 

including: 

 

• Setts 

• Pathways 

• Footprints 

• Latrines 

• Foraging areas 

• Scratching posts 

• Boundary searches for runs, pathways and latrines. 

 

The survey results are outlined below. 

 

Results: 

 

Sett Search: 

 

The survey found no setts on site. 

  

Search for Foraging Signs and Pathways: 

 

The site was thoroughly searched for badger pathways and signs of foraging. No sign of 

badger activity was found therefore it can be concluded that the species is not using this 

area for foraging or commuting. 

   

Boundary Search: 

 

All of the boundaries of the site were walked and examined for potential runs, pathways and 

latrines. The search found no evidence to suggest badger activity along any of the site 

boundaries. 

 

The absence of any activity signs indicates that badgers are not entering the site. The 

absence of latrines indicates a lack of territorial activity in the near vicinity of the site. 
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2.2.2 Bats: 

 

During the survey an assessment of bat roost potential and foraging habitats was 

undertaken.  Bats are comprehensively protected by European legislation. 

 

All British bats and their 1roosts are afforded protection under the 1981 Wildlife & 

Countryside Act (as amended) and are listed in Schedule 2 of the Conservation of Habitats & 

Species Regulations 2010 (as amended). When dealing with cases where a European 

Protected Species (all UK bats) may be affected, a planning authority is a competent 

authority within the meaning of the Regulation 7 of the 2010 Regulations and therefore has 

a statutory duty to have due regard to the provisions of the Regulations in the exercise of its 

functions. 

 

The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) has replaced the existing Planning Policy 

Guidelines (PPG’s). In relation to wildlife PPG 9 was one of the documents to which Planning 

Authorities referred to, particularly where a specially protected species is or may be present 

and will be affected by a development for which a Planning application seeks consent. The 

aims of the NPPF in relation to species and habitats are that it places a clear responsibility on 

Local Planning Authorities to conserve and enhance biodiversity and to encourage 

consideration that should be given to Protected Species where they may be affected by 

development. The Office of the Deputy Prime Minister (ODPM) Circular 06/2005 provides 

administrative guidance on the application of the law in relation to planning and nature 

conservation. 

 

This is supported by a guide to good practice entitled ‘Planning for Biodiversity and 

Geological Conservation: Building in Biodiversity’ in which paragraphs 5.34 and 5.35 identify 

that species such as bats are highly dependent upon built structures for survival and that 

roosts can be easily incorporated into existing and new developments/conversions to 

benefit these species.  

 

When determining planning applications, local planning authorities should aim to conserve 

and enhance biodiversity by applying the following principles: 

 

If significant harm resulting from a development cannot be avoided (through locating on an 

alternative site with less harmful impacts), adequately mitigated, or, as a last resort, 

compensated for, then planning permission should be refused. 

 

Use of Buildings by Bats: 

 

a) Summer breeding roost.  

b) Hibernation.   

                                                 
1 The term roost is generically referred to as a place that bat/s use for the any of the above reasons, however it 

should be noted that under the Conservation of Habitats & Species Regulations 2010 (Regulation 41) the term 

roost is not used but refers to “a breeding site or resting place of such an animal” and is afforded legal 

protection. The roost, breeding site or resting place of bats, which ever terminology is used is legally protected 

whether or not bats are in occupation. 
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c) Transitional or temporary roost.  

 

Roost selection is often closely correlated to suitable foraging habitat within a reasonable 

commuting distance from the roost and different sites are used depending upon insect 

densities and abundance, climatic conditions can also affect their ability to successfully 

forage.  All British bats are insectivorous. 

 

Up to ten bat species have been regularly recorded in Lancashire most of which use built 

structures, notably occupied residential properties for roosting. The most frequently 

encountered species is the Pipistrelle bat; its abundant status in Lancashire is reflected 

throughout the UK. All British bats and their roosts are afforded protection under the 1981 

Wildlife & Countryside Act (as amended) and are listed in Schedule 2 of the Conservation of 

Habitats & Species Regulations 2010 (as amended). When dealing with cases where a 

European Protected Species (all UK bats) may be affected, a planning authority is a 

competent authority within the meaning of the Regulation 7 of the 2010 Regulations and 

therefore has a statutory duty to have due regard to the provisions of the Regulations in the 

exercise of its functions. 

 

Survey Methodology: 

 

A daytime survey was conducted on 2nd April 2019. All buildings were inspected internally 

and externally for evidence of bats and potential places / points of internal access that may 

be of value to bats.  The exterior elevations were investigated from ground floor level, with 

the aid of close focusing binoculars, for places that are frequently used by bats as roosts or 

as access into roost chambers. All elevations were visually accessible. None of the buildings 

have loft spaces. 

 

The daytime survey was conducted by Mr. Robert Leatham a highly experienced ecologist, 

the results and recommendations were also discussed with Mrs Kylee Wilding, a highly 

experienced bat surveyor who holds a Natural England Class 2 bat license (CLS -14227).  

 

During the survey the surrounding habitat was evaluated in relation to bats as very often 

roost selection is closely correlated with the surrounding habitat. 

 

Constraints: 

 

The daytime survey was conducted outside of the main active period and breeding season of 

bats. Full external and internal inspections of the buildings was achievable in relation to 

assessing the level of bat roost potential that may exist. 

 

There are therefore no significant constraints to the survey. 
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Survey Results: 

 

There is one mature ash tree on the eastern hedge boundary of the site (Target Note 3) that 

has features potentially suitable for roosting bats. The tree has a main trunk knot hole at 

approximately 3m above ground level. An additional three smaller knot holes are present on 

a side limb branch. These features are potentially suitable of supporting bat roosts, although 

no evidence was observed.  

 

All the buildings on site were inspected internally and externally for evidence of bat roosts 

and bat roost potential. 

 

All the buildings are generally unsuitable for bats and none of the buildings have loft spaces. 

 

The buildings/roofs are constructed from pre-fabricated steel and or wood / asbestos with 

some having single skin block and rarely brick walls.    

 

There is one brick building with an asbestos roof located centrally within the site that offers 

negligible potential for bats. On the southern gable elevation a wooden fascia board has 

gaps between the brickwork and the board. As absolute risk avoidance, precautionary 

measures are required in relation to removing the fascia before demolition, this is discussed 

in the following section.  

 

The site is located in a lowland farmland location with many surrounding hedgerows and 

open farmland providing high quality bat foraging habitats. In terms of the site the western, 

southern and part of the eastern boundary provide good bat foraging habitat. As does the 

north western boundary of the site alongside the southern edge of the conifer plantation  

which lies outside the site.    

 

 

2.2.3 Other Protected Species: 

 

Issues in relation to other potential protected species where no specific survey was 

undertaken are assessed in the following section. 
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PART 3 ECOLOGICAL EVALUATION & RECOMMENDATIONS: 

 

 

3.1 EVALUATION OF SURVEY & RECOMMENDATIONS: 

 

The following section evaluates the site in relation to statutory/non-statutory sites, 

protected species and species/habitats listed on the former UK Biodiversity Action Plan 

Priority List, Section 41 Species/Habitats of Principal Importance in England (NERC) Act 2006, 

and the Lancashire Biodiversity Action Plan. 

 

3.1.1 Statutory Sites: 

 

There are no statutory wildlife sites within 500m of the site.  

 

3.1.2 Biological Heritage Sites/non statutory designations: 

 

There are no non-statutory sites (Biological Heritage Sites) within 500m of the site.   

 

3.1.3 Sites Habitats & Higher Plant Species: 

 

The following habitats are affected by the development: 

 

• Farm buildings / hard standing 

• Small areas of tall ruderal herb 

• Improved grassland 

• Approximately 70m of hedge removal alongside Goosnargh Lane to achieve visibility 

lines.   

 

The hedgerows on the sites boundaries are all Section 41 NERC Act habitats and Lancashire 

BAP Habitats. 

 

The short hedge at the southern end of the eastern boundary meets the criteria for selection 

as an important hedgerow in relation to the Hedgerow Regulations Act (1997). This 

hedgerow supports a total of 6 woody species in the central 'control' 30m sample taken, as 

per the Hedgerow Regulations survey guidelines. There are also two 'scoring' associated 

features (2 or more standard trees and gaps of less than 10% of the total length). The 

hedgerow qualifies solely on the woody species diversity score of 6 species from the 30m 

central sample. 

 

Recommendations: Habitats & Higher Plant Species: 

 

There are no requirements for further surveys.  

 

The section of hedge removal (70m) alongside Goosnargh Lane to achieve site visibility 

splays  (5m) is to be replaced by planting a double row staggered native hedgerow of similar 

species set back from the road along the sight lines. 
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In relation to boundary hedgerows a suitable undeveloped buffer should be maintained, and 

maximised where possible. 

 

3.1.4 Protected Species: 

 

Badgers: 

 

Badgers are protected under Schedule 6 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, and under 

the Protection of Badgers Act 1992, which prohibits deliberate interference with the animal 

or its sett. 

The survey found no evidence of historic, recent or current use of the site by badgers for 

foraging, commuting or occupation and the species is considered to be absent. 

 

Recommendations: Badgers; 

 

There are no issues in relation to badgers arising from the development. No further surveys 

are required. 

 

Bats: 

 

Bats are comprehensively protected by European legislation. 

 

The mature ash tree on the eastern hedge boundary of the site (Target Note 3) has features 

potentially suitable for roosting bats, but is unaffected by proposed development.  

 

There is one brick building (Target Note 4) with an asbestos roof located centrally within the 

site that offers negligible potential for bats. On the southern gable elevation a wooden fascia 

board has gaps between the brickwork and the board. As absolute risk avoidance, 

precautionary measures are required in relation to removing the fascia before demolition. 

 

The site is located in a lowland farmland location with many surrounding hedgerows and 

open farmland providing high quality bat foraging habitats. In terms of the site the western, 

southern and part of the eastern boundary provide good bat foraging habitat. As does the 

north western boundary of the site alongside the southern edge of the conifer plantation  

which lies outside the site.    

 

Recommendations: Bats; 

 

The ash tree (Target Note 3) with bat roost potential is not affected by development and 

therefore no further action is required. However note the recommendations below in 

relation to lighting and a hedgerow buffer strip. 

 

The building with wooden fascia board on the southern gable elevation (Target Note 4) will 

be inspected using torch and endoscope if necessary, prior to its removal. At the time of 

removal a licensed bat handler will be present to supervise removal of the fascia board. In 

the highly unlikely event that bats or evidence of bats is found then all work will stop and the 
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fascia board will be replaced in its original position. Further advice will then be provided by 

the licensed bat consultant. 

 

In all cases illumination of the hedgerow boundaries must be avoided. Where lighting is 

required this must be low level, directed downwards away from the boundary hedgerows  

and of low intensity.  

 

 

Great Crested Newt: 

 

Great crested newt (GCN hereafter) is comprehensively protected under European 

legislation. 

 

There are a six ponds within 250m of the site. Ponds within 250m of the proposed 

development are shown below. 

 

 
 

SITE 

Pond 200m from site  surveyed 
in 2018 GCN negative 

Pond 107m from site 
subject to HSI Survey   

Pond 160m from site 
No access possible 

250m radii  
from site 

250m radii  
from site 

250m radii  
from site 

250m radii  
from site 

Ponds 200m from site 
No access possible 

Pond 109m from site 
No access possible  
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One pond 160m to the north of the site and three ponds at 109m / 200m to the south west 

of the site are outside the clients ownership and were no accessible for survey. A pond 

approximately 200m south of the development area was surveyed in relation to an adjacent 

housing development in spring 2018 using the presence and absence survey method and 

was negative for GCN.  One pond 107m south of the site is within the clients land and was 

subject to HSI survey, as follows;  

 

Habitat Suitability Index (HSI) Survey: 

 

It is possible to assess whether the species is likely to be present in a pond or waterbody. 

One survey method that can be used to assist in this evaluation is the Habitat Suitability 

Index (HSI). In addition to this method the experience of the ecologist and particular site 

circumstances can be used to assess the likely presence or absence of the species. It must be 

noted however that the HSI survey method is no substitute for a standard ‘Presence or 

Absence Survey’. The HSI survey method was applied to the pond immediately adjacent to 

the proposed development. The ponds in the wider landscape were on private land and not 

accessible for survey.  The survey method is summarised as follows: 

 

The great crested newt Habitat Suitability Index (HSI) is quantitative measure of habitat 

quality (source: Oldham R.S., Keeble J., Swan M.J.S. & Jeffcote M. (2000)). Evaluating the 

suitability of habitat for the Great Crested Newt (Triturus cristatus). Herpetological Journal 

10 (4), 143-155). The HSI is number between 0 and 1, derived from an assessment of ten 

habitat variables known to influence the presence of newts. An HSI of 1 is optimal habitat 

(high probability of occurrence), while an HSI of 0 is very poor habitat (minimal probability of 

occurrence). The HSI is calculated on a single pond basis, but takes into account surrounding 

terrestrial habitat and local pond density. 

The following text in italics is an extract from the methodology: 

‘Use and limitations of HSI : 

 

The HSI for great crested newts is a measure of habitat suitability. It is not a substitute for 

newt surveys. In general, ponds with high HSI scores are more likely to support great crested 

newts than those with low scores. However, the system is not sufficiently precise to allow the 

conclusion that any particular pond with a high score will support newts, or that any pond 

with a low score will not do so.  

 

There is also a positive correlation between HSI scores and the numbers of great crested 

newts observed in ponds. So, in general, high HSI scores are likely to be associated with 

greater numbers of great crested newts. However, the relationship is not sufficiently strong 

to allow predictions to be made about the numbers of newts in any particular pond.  

 

HSI scoring can be useful in:  

• Evaluating the general suitability of a sample of ponds for great crested newts  

• Comparing general suitability of ponds across different areas  

• Evaluating the suitability of receptor ponds in a proposed mitigation scheme.’  

Oldham et al (2000). 
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Categorisation of HSI scores: 

  

Lee Brady has developed a system for using HSI scores to define pond suitability for great 

crested newts on a categorical scale:  

 

HSI                                                Pond suitability  

 

<0.5                     =                       poor  

0.5 – 0.59              =                    below average  

0.6 – 0.69             =                     average  

0.7 – 0.79             =                     good  

> 0.8                    =                       excellent  

 

HSI Survey Results:  

 

Habitat Suitability Index  

 

Pond 107m south of proposed development: 

SI1  Location 

Optimal: 1 

Marginal: 0.5 

Unsuitable: 0.01   1 

SI2  Pond Area 

Graph reading: 0.15 

SI3  Pond Drying 

Never: 0.9 

Rarely: 1.0 

Sometimes: 0.5 

Annually: 0.1   0.9 

SI4  Water Quality 

Good: 1 

Moderate: 0.67 

Poor: 0.33 

Bad:  0.01   0.33 

SI5  Shade 

Graph reading: 0.8 

*SI6  Fowl 

Absent: 1 

Minor: 0.67 

Major: 0.01   0.01 

**SI7  Fish 

Absent: 1 

Possible: 0.67 

Minor: 0.33 

Major: 0.01   0.67 

SI8  Ponds 

Graph reading: 1 

SI9  Terrestrial Habitat 1 
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Good: 1 

Moderate: 0.67 

Poor: 0.33 

None:  0.01   

SI10  Macrophytes 

Graph reading: 0.3 

 

HSI Score  

 

0.39 

(Poor suitability) 

 

*Fowl: Although waterfowl were not present at the time of survey, up until 2015 the pond had a resident 

population of ornamental geese. This has had a significant negative impact on water quality and pond 

vegetation.   

 

**Fish: The pond owner has stated that fish were present in the past.   

 

Risk Assessment: Great Crested Newts: 

 

The sites evaluation is based primarily on the surveyor’s expert knowledge of the species, it’s 

terrestrial habits and breeding requirements.  

 

Surveyor experience: 

 

The surveys and assessment were undertaken by Robert Leatham, a highly experienced 

ecological consultant and surveyor with approximately 30 years’ experience in a wide range 

of ecological survey and assessment. Key skills include the following. 

 

• Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey and National Vegetation Classification Survey. 

 

• Highly proficient field botanist, including some difficult plant groups. 

 

• Mammal surveys including surveys for badger, water vole*, otter*, brown hare and 

preliminary bat surveys. 
*Over 300km of river reaches surveyed in England for the National Rivers Authority / Environment Agency. 

 

• Extensive experience in great crested newt (GCN) survey, evaluation, licensing and 

mitigation. Natural England Class Licence WML-CL08 held. 

 

• Over 20 Great Crested Newt development licences held (Natural England / Defra 

licences). 

 

• 2Contributor to English Nature (Natural England) research papers in respect of great 

crested newt licensing and mitigation issues.     

 

                                                 
2 *English Nature (2004) An assessment of the efficiency of capture techniques and the value 

of different habitats for the great crested newt (Triturus cristatus). English Nature Research 

Report 576. PENNINE Ecological were contributors to this study. 
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• Several Great Crested Newt Conservation Licences (Natural England) held, including 

extensive work at Hic Bibi Local Nature Reserve to safeguard a high population of 

Great Crested Newts.    

 

• Ecological Evaluation and Impact Assessments in association with large scale 

commercial development and civil engineering. 

 
Site Evaluation: 

 

There are six ponds within 250m of the proposed development area which is within the 

terrestrial range of the species. 

 

One pond 200m south of the site was surveyed in 2018 and was negative for GCN. 

 

The pond 107m to the south of the proposed development area scores very low on the 

Habitat Suitability Index for the species. Species presence in this pond is thought highly 

unlikely given the very low HSI score.     

  

For the purposes of this study it is assumed that GCN could potentially be present in the 

remaining four ponds within 250m of the site and potentially in the pond subject to HSI 

survey, albeit this is considered highly unlikely.  

   

The area proposed to be developed is predominantly buildings / hard standing and improved 

grassland which are not attractive refuge habitats to newts.  There is approximately 70m of 

hedge removal proposed on the sites southern boundary. In addition several areas of tall 

ruderal herb will be removed. The total area of these habitats is approximately 0.05ha in 

extent. These habitats are located at distances of between 107 – 200m from the nearest 

ponds. 

 

Application of Natural England’s rapid risk assessment tool based on the location and size of 

these habitats results in a ‘Green’ score ‘Offence highly unlikely’. Furthermore this 

categorization is well within the tolerance margins of the ‘Green’ score meaning that it is 

considered highly unlikely that an offence would be committed as a result of the proposed 

development (see Fig. 1 on following page).  

 

In addition, and in relation to the ponds to the south of the site, these are all located on the 

other side of Goosnargh Lane which separates the ponds from the site. Whilst the lane is not 

considered a barrier to amphibian dispersal, it does presents a deterrent. In addition all 

these ponds are surrounded by high quality terrestrial amphibian habitats within 100m of 

the ponds, including mature hedgerows and small areas of woodland. 3Research by Natural 

England has shown that where such habitat exists around GCN ponds the vast majority of 

the population is likely to be contained within 100m of the breeding pond creating a 

‘terrestrial sponge’ effect. 

 

                                                 
3 English Nature Research Report 575 (2004); An evaluation of the effectiveness of great crested newt Triturus 

cristatus mitigation projects in England, 1990 – 2001. (PENNINE Ecological were contributors to this study). 
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Fig 1. Natural England’s rapid risk assessment tool. 

  

  
 

Great Crested Newt Conclusions: 

 

Based on the above evaluation we do not believe there is a requirement to undertake 

further surveys of ponds within the terrestrial range of this site.  

 

Based on our extensive experience of amphibian ecology and licensing we consider that 

there is no risk to great crested newts as a result of this development.  

 

Note: 

1. In the highly unlikely event that GCN are discovered during the implementation of the 

avoidance measures or during site development, then all work will stop and further advice 

will be sought from the acting ecologist and Natural England. 
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Birds: 

 

All breeding birds (with only minor exceptions) are protected under the Wildlife and 

Countryside Act (1981) as amended. 

 

In addition to the section of hedge proposed to be removed some of the buildings could 

provide potential nest sites for breeding birds although no evidence of this was observed.   

 

Recommendations: Birds; 

 

No strategic bird surveys are required. However If site disturbance is envisaged during the 

breeding bird season (March 1st – August 31st) then checks should be made to establish the 

presence of any nesting birds / breeding activity, prior to disturbance. 
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