
From: Julie Buttle - Parish Clerk <wparishclerk@gmail.com> 

Sent: 01 August 2019 18:05 

To: Devcon Mailbox 

Subject: 06/2019/0772 and 0773 Land at Swainson Farm, Goosnargh Lane 

The following applications come under Goosnargh Parish Council's area and on behalf 
of Whittingham Parish, I thank you for consulting us as a neighbouring Parish Council. 
Our comments relate equally to both applications   

06/2019/0772 and 06/2019/0773 Residential development on land at Swainson Farm, 
Goosnargh Lane.

As you are aware, Whittingham Parish Council has consistently opposed housing 
developments in Goosnargh Village but to date, our concerns - and those of local 
residents - have consistently been dismissed. Consequently, as the above 
applications are not in our Parish, it is considered a waste of our time and effort to 
repeat our concerns in detail, when they can be ascertained from the following 
applications 

06/2016/1039 Holme Fell - 93 dwellings
06/2018/1356 Goosnargh Lane - 26 dwellings
06/2018/0867 Gladmans - 145 dwellings
06/2018/0811 Goosnargh Cottage - 65 dwellings
06/2019/0311 Whiitingham Lane - 80 dwellings
06/2018/0884 Bushells Farm - 140 dwellings

The above developments account for 550 dwellings - in the open countryside - 
adjacent to a small, rural village, with extremely limited services, amenities and 
employment opportunities. Adding another 127 dwellings in an unsustainable 
location just adds insult to injury - both for existing villagers and for those eventually 
moving to the area - who will find themselves isolated, in a car dependent 
location, with no access to local schools or healthcare facilities. 

It is acknowledged that LCC have carried out a modelling exercise on the M55 junction / 
A6 corridor - but as we have pointed out previously - this is 3.7 miles away from the 
application site. To the best of our knowledge there has been no assessment or traffic 
modelling exercise carried out on Whittingham Lane, Goosnargh Lane or the local 
estate roads and as part of the consultation exercise for this application, we request that 
you ask LCC to specifically comment on their suitability to deal with the significant 
increase in traffic generated by all the above applications. 

It is noted that in para 1.4 of the Planning Design and Access statement, the applicant 
considers that The site represents a logical rounding off of the northern edge of 
Goosnargh and relates well to the overall settlement pattern of the village. The 
indicative site layout included with the
application shows that the proposal would integrate well with the surrounding built form.



Whittingham Parish Council wishes to point out that development in this location is 
anything but logical as Goosnargh Village is located in Whittingham Parish which 
is bounded by Goosnargh Lane - up to the bend at Rose Cottage Farm - and everything 
north of that point falls, not only in a different Parish boundary but a different ward 
boundary - so development at Swainson House Farm in Goosnargh Parish can not be 
construed as a logical expansion of Goosnargh village which is in Whittingham Parish! 

Furthermore, that specific point is well documented in the Holme Fell Committee report 
06/2016/1039

The proposed development would have an effect on the open rural character of the land 
by the development of a greenfield site. It would change the character of the 
immediate surroundings, particularly for local residents adjacent to the site. In general 
terms the proposed development would not relate well to the settlement form and 
would project well beyond the existing settlement boundary of Goosnargh.  The 
Council’s Landscape Architect considers that the proposal would change the landscape 
character of the area giving it a more built-up urban character and appearance. It is 
therefore considered that the proposed development would have an unacceptable 
impact on the character of the open countryside and would conflict with Policies 13 and 
21 of the Core Strategy. 

The NPPF makes it clear that where the Local Plan is considered out of 
date, permission should be granted UNLESS the adverse impacts outweigh the 
benefits. Given the amount of housing already proposed in and around the village, the 
provision of additional housing will have an adverse and detrimental impact on the 
character of the the area due to the loss of a rural farm and the expansion of a village 
beyond its administrative boundaries.   

For the above reasons Whittingham Parish Council strongly opposes both applications. 

Mrs Julie Buttle
Clerk to Whittingham Parish Council

01772 761637


