
From: Julie Buttle - Parish Clerk <wparishclerk@gmail.com> 

Sent: 31 January 2020 16:16 

To: Devcon Mailbox 

Subject: Fwd: Planning Report comments 

Whittingham Parish Council wishes to submit the following Statement in response to 
ALL of the applications in Whittingham and Goosnargh which will be reconsidered by 
Planning Committee on the 13th February.

Whittingham Parish Council acknowledges that the City Council considered that it did 
not have a 5 year housing supply when the applications were submitted, however, 
Members firmly believed that the 'benefits' of increasing the 5 year housing 
supply, did not significantly and demonstrably outweigh the loss of rural villages. 

Consequently, Members welcome the Planning Inspector’s decision that the City 
Council may use the Government’s Standard Methodology to calculate housing need 
and as a result of that decision, Members are pleased that the applications can now be 
determined in accordance with the Adopted Local Plan. 

In the interests of clarity, the Parish Council's original objections to ALL of the 
applications still stand in full - however, as the Local Plan Policies were considered out 
of date, Members wish to reiterate their main objections based on the key Local Plan 
Policies.

Whittingham Parish Council have been opposed to the applications from the outset as 
the location is contrary to Policy 1 of the Core Strategy.

Whittingham is a rural area with limited access to schools and employment 
opportunities. There are few shops and amenities in the Parish and residents will need 
to travel to do a monthly shop, access healthcare and other essential services. 
Public transport is not suitable for commuting purposes. Residents will be reliant on 
a private car which increases the environmental footprint and is not a sustainable form 
of transport. Consequently, the Parish Council reiterates that Whittingham is not a 
sustainable location due to the lack of supporting infrastructure.

Furthermore, the individual and cumulative impact of the proposed developments on the 
edge of a small village, will affect the rural identity and distinctiveness of the local area 
and will harm the open and rural character of the countryside - contrary to Policy 
EN1 of the Local Plan.

Members welcome the comments expressed by Cllr Moss that Preston is now in a 
position to take back control of the above Policies and we urge Planning Committee 
Members to do just that, by supporting the Officer recommendations to REFUSE the 
applications.



Finally, as the Whittingham Hospital Site is a brownfield site already allocated for 
housing in the Local Plan, Whittingham Parish Council supports the recommendation to 
approve that particular application, however, due to the sustainability issues identified 
above,  Members remain opposed to the loss of employment land but welcome the 
S106 agreement which will secure school places, funding for public transport and 
more sustainable transport measures. The Parish Council hopes that this site will now 
be completed in its entirety before other sites are considered for future development.

Mrs Julie Buttle 
Clerk to Whittingham Parish Council.


