
From: Suzanne Waymont <suzanne.waymont@tameside.gov.uk> 

Sent: 24 August 2018 13:19 

To: Devcon Mailbox 

Subject: PA 06/2018/0811 - Ecology Response 

Dear James 

Thank you for your consultation on the above application for 65 Dwellings in Goosnargh. 

As you are aware the information submitted with the application includes an ecology survey.  This 

identified several ecological issues at the site, including the presence of great crested newts.   

Great Crested Newts 

The survey identified the presence of great crested newts at the site through an Environmental DNA 

survey. This type of survey only establishes presence of the species and provides no information on 

population size. Although the ponds are being retained, the proposals will result in the loss of terrestrial 

habitat including core great crested newt habitat.  It is stated that the public open space provision 

within the development will be enhanced and will provide “connectivity to existing ponds and 

surrounding landscape”. 

However no quantitative information has been provided as to the amount of habitat being lost and the 

amount of the habitat being retained/ enhanced and if this would be sufficient to maintain the 

population of newts at the site.  Without this information it is not possible to determine if the 

favourable conservation status of great crested newts will be maintained at this site. The new “flexible 

approach” to licensing that the ecological consultants refer to in relation to reduce survey effort only 

applies where it can be demonstrated that sufficient habitat improvements can definitely be delivered 

elsewhere such that net gain will be delivered and the local conservation status of news is highly likely 

to be improved. 

It is also unclear from the plans submitted if the proposals do actually provide the connectivity claimed. 

The curtilages of the properties are shown, for example, being built right up to the field/hedgerow 

boundary, the houses are shown as being extremely close to the ponds and the corridor between the 

ponds and the public open space appears to be very narrow.  We would also question the suitability of 

using public open space provision as newt mitigation, as this area is highly likely to be used for public 

recreation and dog walking rather than providing terrestrial habitat for newts. 

In conclusion insufficient information has been provided to determine if the favourable conservation 

status of great crested newts will be maintained at this site and consequently if Natural England are 

likely to grant a license for the application. The application should therefore not be determine until 

further information has been provided.  If such information is not forthcoming it should be refused due 

to lack of information on a European Protected Species. 

Yours sincerely 

Suzanne 

-- 
Suzanne Waymont MCIEEM 



Senior Ecologist

Greater Manchester Ecology Unit 
Council Offices 
Clarence Arcade 
Stamford Street  
Ashton-under-Lyne 
Tameside 
OL6 7PT 

Tel: 0161 342 2771 
Website: www.gmwildlife.org.uk
Facebook: www.facebook.com/pages/Greater-Manchester-Local-Record-Centre
Twitter: GMLRC@GMrecordcentre 

Confidentiality: This e-mail its contents and any attachments are intended only for the above 

named. As this e-mail may contain confidential or legally privileged information, if you are not, 

or suspect that you are not the above named or the person responsible for delivering the message 

to the above named, delete or destroy the email and any attachments immediately. The contents 

of this e-mail may not be disclosed to nor used by anyone other than the above named. 

Security and Viruses: please note that we cannot guarantee that this message or any attachment is 

virus free or has not been intercepted and amended.

Monitoring: The Council undertakes monitoring of both incoming and outgoing e-mails. You 

should therefore be aware that if you send an e-mail to a person within the Council it may be 

subject to any monitoring deemed necessary by the organisation from time to time. The views of 

the author may not necessarily reflect those of the Council. 

Access: As a public body, the Council may be required to disclose this e-mail (or any response to 

it) under the Freedom of Information Act 2000, unless the information in it is covered by one of 

the exemptions in the Act. 


