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Re: Great Crested Newt – Additional Information in relation to LPA Ecology Response 

Introduction

This document has been produced in response to comments received by Greater Manchester 

Ecology Unit (GMEU) on the 24th August 2018 regarding great crested newts (GCN), seeking 

clarification on the mitigation proposals. 

This report presents information as requested by GMEU to quantify the amount of habitat being lost 

and the amount of the habitat being retained / enhanced for GCN and other wildlife and discusses 

how the development will maintain habitat connectivity with surrounding landscape. 

Habitat Provision 

The development layout has been amended to provide further stand-off between houses and 

retained ponds and also differentiate between open space provision and habitat provided for GCN 

and other wildlife. The revised layout is shown in Figure 1.

The development site, approximately 2.8ha comprises housing (and associated gardens), roads and 

public open space and wildlife habitat. 

The area of wildlife habitat, a corridor along the southern boundary measures approximately 

0.275ha (2750m2) and will provide habitat for GCN and other wildlife; this is identified as the green 

corridor (Figure 1) and incorporates retained ponds. To the rear of the properties (units 8 and 8-17),

the corridor will be approximately 5m wide and separated from the adjacent gardens by a 1.5m close 

boarded fence. Around the ponds, the habitat corridor will be fenced off from the adjoining public 

open space by a 1.2m post and rail fence, with mesh along the bottom rails to prevent dogs from 

entering. 

The hedgerow along the southern boundary will be retained and grassland within the habitat 

corridor will be managed with a single cut (reducing sward height no lower than 150mm) late in the 

season, between August and September. This will provide foraging habitat and maintain places of 

potential shelter and refuge for GCN. The corridor will maintain links between the on-site ponds and 

those in the wider landscape, connecting to hedgerows networks to the west and east of the site (as 

indicated by the red arrows in Figure 1). 



Figure 1 – Revised Layout

Habitat Creation - Hibernacula Construction 

A minimum of two hibernacula will be constructed close to retained ponds to provide additional safe

refuge for amphibian species. These will follow the standard design as detailed in the Great Crested 

Newt Mitigation Guidelines and reproduced in Diagram 1.

The hibernacula will be set adjacent to the hedgerow boundaries to provide extra shelter. Each will 

comprise a mound of brick rubble, boulders and logs capped with topsoil and turf. Margins will be 

left exposed allowing amphibians to access the feature.   



Diagram 1 Suggested hibernaculum design as depicted in the Great Crested Newt Mitigation 
Guidelines (English Nature 2001).

Integration with Development and Landscaping 

In addition to the habitat corridor, the proposed development provides areas of open space to the

north of the ponds (Figure 1); this area of open space will include grassland areas that will provide 

some suitable terrestrial habitat for amphibian species. 

The landscape strategy seeks to retain, enhance and protect, wherever possible, existing hedgerows 

and trees. 

The minor roads within the site are not considered to provide significant barriers to movement and 

amphibians are likely to traverse such features ‘small road and tracks with low vehicle numbers 

appear to present no major problems for newts’ (English Nature, 2001). 

The section of internal road to the north of the retained ponds a will be designed so that amphibians 

and other wildlife do not become trapped on the carriageway (dropped or sloped kerbs). Drop kerb 

stones will allow amphibians to exit the internal roads at other points within the development. 

The roads will incorporate a drainage system that will minimise risk to amphibians and small 

mammals. The drainage system will incorporate either (or a combination of) channel drainage, inset 

kerbs (e.g. ACO Wildlife Kerb) or the positioning of gully pots offset 10cm from the kerb stones. 



Summary 

It has been established that GCN do use the Site and presence has been confirmed by eDNA surveys.

The mitigation strategy as proposed is inferred from the Site’s location in relation to the surrounding 

landscape and its function in providing supporting habitat for the wider meta-population. The 

objective of mitigation is to maintain the population concerned at a favourable conservation status 

in their natural range, which incorporates not only the habitats within the development site but also 

those within the surrounding landscape.

It is important to note that at this point the planning application is seeking outline planning consent 

and therefore it is not possible to provide full details of the proposed development or mitigation at 

this time. 

Should the proposed development be consented by the LPA, further data may be required to 

underpin any subsequent EPSM licence application. As the development will only be able to proceed 

when Natural England is satisfied and the licence is granted, it is implicit in this that the development 

and associated mitigation meets the ‘third test’.

Key points to the proposed mitigation:

 Ponds within the site will be retained, and where possible enhanced for GCN and other 

amphibian species;

 No less than 2,750m2 will be provided as habitat for amphibians and other wildlife;

 The ponds and terrestrial habitat (comprising hedgerows and grassland) will be managed to 

provide favourable habitat for GCN and other amphibians; 

 A land management company will be employed who will take responsibility for management 

works;

 The terrestrial habitat provided as part of the development will maintain habitat connectivity

with other favourable habitats in the surrounding landscape (e.g. ponds and surrounding 

terrestrial habitat to the west, east and south). The development will not result in any barrier to 

GCN dispersal or isolation to GCN habitats;

 Built development, roads and drainage will be designed to safeguard amphibians and other 

wildlife.  
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