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Dear Laura Holden, 

I am writing on behalf of CPRE Lancashire, the Liverpool City Region and Greater Manchester to object to 

planning application 06/2021/0431 to develop a place of workshop on land to the south of D'Urton Lane, 

Preston, PR3 5LD. 

CPRE 

We are CPRE, the countryside charity, representing Lancashire, the Liverpool City Region and Greater 

Manchester.  

We work with communities, businesses and government to protect, promote and enhance our towns and 

countryside to make them better places to live, work and enjoy, and to ensure the countryside and vital urban 

green spaces are protected for now and future generations. 

Reasons for objection 

If built the place of worship will induce additional car journeys as people access services at the site, that would 

be more conveniently located in walking distance of people to avoid additional greenhouse gas emissions.  

Tackling climate change is a cross cutting theme of the Core Strategy and it includes policies to encourage 

energy efficiency in new developments and encourage renewable and low carbon energy generation in the City.  

The site is in a prominent raised location within a rural setting and the design of the building is large in scale and 

more suited to an urban setting.  The design of the building is incongruous with the surrounding building 

vernacular and in CPRE’s opinion does not satisfy the Policy EN9 – Design of New Development by not 

responding appropriately to its context.  There are also issues raised concerning the historic environment of 

Broughton and the application should be considered against the policy set out in Policy EN8 – Development and 

Heritage Assets.  

Too much of the site is given over to car parking and access roads, which would have adverse impact to 

localised flooding with possible impacts to the strategic highway (including the M65 motorway and A6 

Broughton Bypass), biodiversity and landscape character.   

The design does not include enough green infrastructure including woodland, trees, hedgerows to support 

ecology in the future.  In CPRE’s opinion this is contrary to Policy EN3 – Future Provision of Green Infrastructure.   

The land is in designated Open Countryside, which is protected by local plan Policy EN1.  The policy states that 

other than that permissible under policies HS4 and HS5 (which are not applicable in this case), will be limited to: 



 

 

a) that needed for purposes of agriculture or forestry orother uses appropriate to a rural area including uses 

which help to diversify the rural economy; 

b) the re-use or re-habitation of existing buildings; 

c) infilling within groups of buildings in smaller rural settlements. 

In CPRE’s opinion the development would detract from the purpose of this policy.  Furthermore, on either side 

of the site to the east and west is land designated as Areas of Separation Policy EN4.  In land covered by EN4, 

development will be assessed in terms of its impact upon the Area of Separation including any harm to the 

effectiveness of the gap between settlements and, in particular, the degree to which the development 

proposed would compromise the function of the Area of Separation in protecting the identity and 

distinctiveness of settlements.  

In paragraph 8.11 of the Core Strategy the text explains why it has identified three Areas of Separation within 

Preston.  It is to protect the character and identity of settlements that are only separated by a small area of 

Open Countryside from a neighbouring settlement. To help maintain the openness of these areas of countryside 

and the quality and distinctiveness of these settlements, the Core Strategy identifies where Areas of Separation 

are needed.  

It should be noted that Policy EN1 (Development in the Open Countryside) also applies in the Areas of 

Separation, as shown on the policies map.   

Broughton has undergone significant change in recent times and the area of New Deal development has led to 

rapid urbanisation, which needs to be considered in combination to come to an overall cumulative impact 

assessment.  In CPRE’s view the proposed development would detract from the purpose of the policy. 

Due to the above harmful rural impacts, CPRE considers the proposal to be inappropriate in the location and 

recommends refusal. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Jackie Copley MA, BA, (Hons), PgCert, MRTPI 

Planning Manager 


