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Your pocket guide

This handy pocketguide provides you with information to help you to
vote with confidence at this year’s elections in England. It covers what
elections are taking place, the differentvoting options available and what
supportand adjustments you are entitled to.

This pocket guide covers whatyou can expectat the polling station to
help you make an informeddecisionon the best way to vote for you.

Please feelfree to take this guide with you on polling day.
This pocket guide is available in a range of alternative formats, including

large print, digital, audio and braille. Please call our helpline on 0303 123
9999 for a copy in your preferred format.

What elections are taking place?

On Thursday 5 May 2022, there will be Local Government, Local
Authority Mayoraland Combined Authority Mayoral elections in England.

In localgovernmentelections, voters elect councillors, who make
decisionson services in the local area.

Local Authority Mayors are elected in some areas, and are responsible
for running the council.



Combined Authority Mayors are electedto representseveral
neighbouring councils. They are responsible forservicessuch as
transport, planning and skills provision.

Where you live will determine which of these elections you have. You
can use the Electoral Commission’s postcode look-up tool to check what
elections are taking place in yourarea. From mid-April, you will also be
able to find information on where your polling station is and who is
standingin the election.

Voting in Local Government Elections

The voting system used for Local Governmentelections is first-past-the-
postso the candidate with the most votesis elected.

In some areas there may be two or more seats to fill on the council, in
this instance the candidate with the most votes is elected first, then if
required the candidate with the second highestnumberof votes is
elected, then the third placed candidate.

You can vote for as many candidates as there are seats available. The
instructions on the ballot paperwill tell you how many candidates you
can vote for or you can ask polling station staff.

To vote, mark a cross in the box opposite the name of the candidate(s)
of yourchoice.

Voting in Combined Authority and Local
Mayoral Elections

The Supplementary Vote systemis used in Mayoral Elections.

You can vote for a first and second choice candidate. Vote for yourfirst
choice candidate by marking a cross in the first choice column and for
your second choice candidate by marking a cross in the second choice
column.

As long as you mark one cross in the first choice column, yourvote will
be counted. You can choose whetheror not to mark a second choice.



Making sure everyone can vote

You can use your phone or other assistive technologies

Underthe Equality Act, you are entitled to reasonable adjustments to
help you to castyour vote independently.

This means you are allowed to take a phone orotherform of assistive
technology into the polling booth to help you to vote. Forinstance, to use
magnifier or text-to-speech apps, or the phone torch to improve lighting.

Polling station staff are made aware of the optionto use a phone or
other assistive device in Appendix One of the Electoral Commission’s
polling station handbook.

You can use the tactile voting device

Your polling station will have a device that can be attached to the ballot
paper. It has a window thatcan be lifted for each party orindependent
candidate. To use the device you should:

« lift the window forthe party or independent candidate you wantto
vote for

mark an X

close the window

separate the template from the ballotpaper

fold and place the ballotpaperin the ballot box

The polling station staff can explain how to use the device and read out
the party and candidate names in the orderthat they appearon the
ballot paper.

You can use the large print resources

Your polling station will have a large-print version of the ballot paperon
display. A handheld copy of the ballot paperwill also be available in
large print for you to take into the polling booth to help you to mark your
ballot paperindependently.



You can ask the Presiding Officer for help

The Presiding Officeris an independentperson who is in charge of the
polling station. You can ask them for help.

You can ask the Presiding Officerto read out the instructions on the
ballot paperand the names of the parties and candidates in the order
that they appearon the ballot paper.

In the polling booth you can tell the Presiding Officer how to mark the
ballot paperon yourbehalf.

You can ask someone to come to the polling station with
you

You can also bring someone with you who is over 18, and eligible to
vote in that election, to help you castyour vote. You should notify the
Presiding Officerthat you will be assisted by your companion.

Your companionis required by law to complete a simple declaration.
The Presiding Officer mustrecord your name and electornumber, as
well as your companion’s name and address. This is just a security
measure and will not mean your vote can be identified in any way.

You can vote by post

If you are unable to visit your polling station on the day of the election, or
would prefernot to, you can apply to vote by post. Download an
applicationform via the Electoral Commission’s website or contactyour
local electoral registrations office.

You can requestyourpostal vote application in an accessible format
such as bralille, large print or audio from your local electoral registration
office. You can use the Electoral Commission’s postcode look-up tool to
find their contactdetails.

Postal vote applications mustusually include the elector’s signature. If
you are unable to provide a signature, or a consistentsignature, you can
make a requestto yourlocal elections team that the requirementfor a
signature is waived. Yourapplicationmustinclude the reason forthe
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waiverrequestand the name and address of any person who has
assisted you with completing the application.

The deadline to apply to vote by postis 5pm on Tuesday 19 April
2022.

You will receive yourballotpapers by post. Complete and return your
ballot papers, ensuringyou leave enough time for them to arrive by
10pmon Thursday 5 May 2022. Or if you need to, you can handin your
completed postal ballotpack to yourlocal polling station on polling day.

You can vote by proxy

A proxy vote is where you appointsomeone you trust to vote on your
behalf.

To apply to vote by proxy, complete an applicationform and send it to
your local electoral registration office to arrive by 5pmon Tuesday 26
April 2022. Download an applicationform via the Electoral
Commission’s website or contactyourlocal electoral registrations office.

You can requestyourproxy vote application formin an accessible
formatsuch as braille, large print or audio from your local electoral
registration office. You can use the Electoral Commission’s postcode
look-up tool to find their contactdetails.

In an emergencywhere you cannotgo to the polling stationin person,
including self-isolating due to Covid-19, you can apply to yourlocal
elections team for an emergency proxy up to 5pmon Thursday 5 May
2021.

What can | expect at the polling station?

Local authorities will be following the latest public health guidance to make
sure polling stations are safe places to vote. You might see some public
health measures in place at the polling station, similar to those in place in
other indoor venues.

RNIB has worked with the Electoral Commission to provide guidance to
polling station staff to improve their understanding of sightloss and to
help them make voting as safe and accessible for blind and partially
sighted voters as possible. This includes:
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¢ tips on how to provide sighted and verbal guiding,

¢ information on assistivetechnologies, apps, magnifiers, personal
lighting and otherreasonable adjustments people are entitled to
use to help them vote independently,

e howto setup the polling station to make it easierto navigate,

e clear printand signage guidelines,

e awareness offace covering exemptions and social distancing
wearables.

There are a number of wearable products available thatyou may wish to
use to indicate to others that you want to maintain yourdistance but may
find it difficult. Theseinclude lanyards, badges, masks and other
resources.

Please Give Me Space: https://pleasegivemespace.uk/
Distance Aware: https://www.bevancommission.org/distance-aware
Hidden disabilities sunflower: https://hiddendisabilitiesstore.com/




